October: Rocket lands in Germany?

Jan Aldrich, of Project 1947, mailed us the following

report from "Boston Globe" on February 23, 1949.

”4 SECRET ROCKETS LAND IN 

U.S. ZONE OF GERMANY

”FRANKFURT, Germany, Feb 22 (UP) -- Four mysterious missiles - apparently rocket or jet-propelled - have landed in the United States zone of Germany since October 1946, American authorities disclosed today. 

”Technical experts said they still are studying fragments from the last, which shot over the northeastern corner of the state of Bavaria last Jan.

31, but they admit they are mystified. All four have landed in the same area, just east of Schweinfurt, about 35 miles from the Russian zone, these

sources said. 

”A German policeman, who witnessed the January missile´s flaming streak through the early morning sky and saw it plumet to ground, said it travelled from northeast to southwest, starting from the direction of

Russian-occupied territory. 

”The first rocket smashed into the ground in October 1946, according to German police records quoted by the Americans. Two others followed in May and July, 1947, and the fourth between 4 a.m. and 5 a.m., Jan. 31. 

”The last rocket tore a hole in the ground seven feet wide and ten inches deep, American officers said. It reportedly had a flaming tail 20 feet long. Officials were mystified by the missiles because they pointed out that if the rockets were fired from the Russian zone, they possess almost uncanny accuracy since all four landed in so small an area.”

Apparently there were no German newspapers published in 1946 due to political and economic reasons after the war. It has not been possible to check the background of the above story. Was it falling meteorites...?

October 1: Defence Staff reorganized

On October 1 the Defence Staff´s Air Defence department and the Air department are combined into the Defence Staff´s ”Air and Air Defence department”. 

October 3: A Russian reaction
October 7: Wheeler´s theory: plastic bombs, and Ahlgren´s reaction
October 10: The official communiqué

On October 10, 1946, the same day as the Americans fired yet another successful V-2 from White Sands, the Defence Staff released the following statement to the media: 

"After compilation and analysis of the many observations and reports about light phenomena etc. over Sweden since this spring, the Defence Staff now

summarizes the conclusions drawn as follows:    

"The majority of sightings with certainty result from celestial phenomena. Such phenomena often occur but usually do not attract any special attention. Since the interest of the general public was awoken, one has, however, started to take a closer note of them [the celestial phenomena], therefore the large number of reports. 

"Some sightings cannot, however, be explained by this but should be attributed to some sort of object of a different kind. Not enough information is in hand, however, to be able to draw firm conclusions with

any certainty concerning their nature, origin and appearance.      

"The first reports of strange luminous phenomena over the country started to come in to the press and military authorities at the end of May 1946. In

early July, a few days in succession, a greater number of sightings were made from various parts of the country. A similar increase occurred at the

beginning of August. In between, the frequency of reports has been relatively low and during September fell to some single case each day.     

"Through collaboration with astronomers it was clear that the two "peaks" in July and August probably were caused by meteors or meteorites.     

"Even at an early date measures were taken through which the military authorities tried to maintain a certain watch over the aerial territory, seeking to clarify the origin of the phenomena. Especially through radar [reconnaissance] it was hoped to learn whether they originated from any kind of space projectiles or airplane. Certain indications were also

received through radar, and also through other instruments, but it proved impossible to establish from this what kind of object it was.      

"Up to October 1, a total number of about 1000 reports have come to the Defense Staff where they have been compiled and studied. About 80 percent

concern light phenomena which with great certainty are of a celestial origin. The remaining reports concern objects of various shapes, as a rule

combined with light- and sometimes also with a sound phenomenon. Most observations are very vague and must be treated with great skepticism. 

"In some cases, however, quite unmistakenly precise observations have been made, which cannot be assigned to natural phenomena or products of fantasy

and which neither, according to investigations made, can be considered as Swedish airplanes. In most cases, however, only isolated sightings have been made and therefore is has not been possible to trace the objects on their possible route across the country. Any projectile trajectories cannot, therefore, be reconstructed with certainty. 

"There are several cases of crashes. In connection with these, observers, or other persons, have thought they recovered the remains of those objects that are supposed to have crashed. These remains mainly consist of coke or slag-like formations, which it has been possible, through analysis, to identify. In no case has anything come forth that can be considered as if the material came from any kind of space projectile. In certain lakes very thorough investigations have been made because of supposed crashes. So far, however, no find has turned up which can be presumed to originate from a V-type weapon."

Source: Press release from the Defence Staff through the TT news agency, October 10, 1946.

October 11: The international press
The Times (London) reported on the ghost rocket communiqué using information from Reuters: 

”SUPPOSED ”ROCKETS” OVER SWEDEN”

”NEARLY ALL CELESTIAL PHENOMENA”

”STOCKHOLM, Oct. 10. - The Swedish defence staff have issued a report in which they reach the conclusion that most of the meteor-like objects, often described as ”rockets,” reported over Sweden between May 1 and September 30 were ordinary celestial phenomena. Experts reached this conclusion after sifting over 1.000 reports about the passage of these objects.

”The report stated that some of the objects could not be identified, but there was nothing to show they were V-bombs or any other type of projectile. 

””Most of the observations are vague and must be treated very sceptically,” the report states. ”In some cases, however, clear unambiguous observations have been made which cannot be explained as natural phenomena. Swedish aircraft, or imagination on part of the observers. Echo, radio, [Reuters obviously didn´t catch that ”echo radio” was the Swedish term for radar] and other equipment registered readings but gave no clue as to the nature of the objects.”

”It was stated that fragments were found which were reported to have fallen from projectiles, but analysis showed them to be ordinary coke or slag. - Reuters.

The Swedish Foreign Ministry´s Press Bureau duplicated the following telegram from the Washington embassy on October 12, reporting on the American reactions: 

”558 newspapers publish today telegram concerning the supreme commander´s communique re. ghost rockets. according UP it is stated in the communique as most probable that the bombs were meteors. AP reports in the same manner eighty percent of reports belong to celestial phenomena but that radar equipment established the presence of some objects not being natural phenomena figments of imagination or swedish airplanes....” 

Source: The Times, London, October 11, 1946. Defence Staff archives, also in Loren Gross: UFO´s: a history. 1946: The Ghost Rockets, third ed., 1988, pp. 71-72. Foreign Ministry, copy of telegram from the Washington embassy, October 12, 1946 [sent to Col. Kempff of the Defence Staff on November 2].
October 11: The Robert Wood article - one for the conspiracy mongers! 
The American ”Aviation News”, [publication date] October 14, treated the ghost rockets over Sweden in an editorial its editor and publisher Robert H. Wood, who brought up some very strange rumours he had heard while visiting Sweden and Denmark. The rumours mirror American right-wing conspiracy theories in the 1990´s, or modern UFO stories of US tabloids. Woods, according to syndiacted stories [United Press published their story out of Washington on October 11] in Swedish newspapers such as ”Aftontidningen” and ”Helsingborgs Dagblad”, claimed that Sweden had one intact bomb in their hands, which had come from Peenemünde. The Russian origin of this missile was kept secret because Swedish authorities not wanted to contribue to confusion and unrest in the world.   

The article resulted in emphatic denials from the Foreign Ministry, but then Woods information had already been published by such distinguished papers such as the French ”Le Monde” .

Wood wrote: 

”RUSSIAN HAIL OVER SCANDINAVIA”

”There is something mythical about reports of Russian buzz bombs over Scandinavia except the claim that the missiles are meteorites. A week´s intensive questioning in Denmark and Sweden justifies this conclusion. 

”Determined not to contribute to world unrest or ”hysteria”, the Scandinavians refuse to talk officially about the phenomenon, and have kept the lid on the subject to the extent of persuading press associations to stop dispatching reports which are not officially confirmed. The Swedes have confined one writer to an institution until he could ”sober up” and cease talking on this unauthorized subject. 

”Talks with newspapermen, aviation officials, writers and other well informed citizens in Denmark and Sweden justify these statements--

”The bombs are coming from the old German research center of Peenemunde, seized intact by the Russians, where scientific work is still underway. 

”The bombs are cigar-shaped, jet-type missiles smaller than the V-2. They have been developed by the Germans before Russian occupation but had not yet been used. They are projectiles without wings or tails, according to an eye-witness who watched one of the flame-spitting missiles for five minutes as it passed across the sky toward western Sweden about 2 o´clock one afternoon early in August. 

”Some are believed to be remote controlled, and have been seen changing their course and heading eastward again like mechanical boomerangs. Actually, it is believed the Russians had no intention of permitting any of their hail to fall in Scandinavia, preferring that the missiles land in their own are for careful observations. 

”Estimates of the range of these new models run as high as 3,000 miles, with a more popular guess 2,000 miles. Numerous eye-witness reports have come from the extreme northern areas of Sweden. 

”The bombs have slacked off the past few weeks, perhaps coniciding with successful progress of the Swedish-Russian trade negotiations. 

Hundreds of Swedes have seen the bombs, and reports from distant points have tallied perfectly as to description of appearance, time and trajectory. Time lag noted at progressive locations indicated clearly that the missiles were not meteorites. 

”About 10 missiles have been seen plainly over Stockholm since June. Others have been reported over Sweden and Denmark. No reports have come from Finland, where strict censorship is imposed. 

”About a month ago a bomb fell in Denmark, killing several persons. No other deaths have been revealed. As in Sweden, the official Danish explanation of the accident was charged up to a meteorite. 

”One missile fell into a lake in Sweden. Government authorities quickly took over and dredged for the object, using some 600 military personnel [underlining found in the Defence Staff´s copy of the Foreing Ministry press review]. Witnesses said heavy material, well covered, was shipped out of the area during the night. Nothing has been heard of the matter since. Pointing out that August was the month of meteors, the government said the falling object probably was a natural phenomenon.  

”No evidence could be obtained that anything more than minute pieces of any bomb has been found. All of the objects which have fallen have disintegrated. One witness interviewed said these fragments were of magnesium -- not the stuff of meteorites.

”Although there is no censorship in Sweden, newsmen have been requested not to disseminate material abroad which would contibute to international hysteria. This appears to be the reason that the most recent press dispatches on the subject, still emphasizing the meteorite angle, have been coming from England instead of Scandinavia. 

”This writer sought an interview with one aviation writer said to be one of the best informed Swedes on the subject. A telephone call to his office revealed that he had just been sent to a sanitarium for alcoholism, after several indiscreet discussions of his experiences on field trips to study the missiles.

”A co-worker, also known to be well informed, said he had been given strict instructions by the government to make no comments whatsoever. Several Foreign Office officials in both Sweden and Denmark refused to speak on the subject, except to stress the fact that no missile had been found. ”Mass hysteria” is the favorite official reason put forth by the spokesmen for these little countries which yearn so much for a peaceful world.



ROBERT H. WOOD”

The Swedish Foreign Ministry´s Press Bureau sent a telegram (with copy to Col. Kempff at the Defence Staff) instructing the embassy in Washington on October 16: 

”475 Woods statements, your [message] 558, completely without foundation. AP, UP and INS have yesterday promised to telegraph [their] respective NY offices and categorically deny the statement [that] they should have been the victims of influence or pressure of any kind, official or other [from] Swedish side concerning the reporting on the ghost rockets and underline the complete freedom in their work which they have enjoyed. Further add stating the Foreign Ministry as source that the story swedish writer confined for writings [is] complete figment of the imagination. Inform the consulates.”

There is no indication that the denials from the Swedish government were distributed by the news agencies, but often such denials are ignored by the publishing media.  

Sources: ”Helsingborgs Dagblad”, October 12; ”Le Monde” (Paris), October 13 or 14; ”Aftontidningen”, October 16; Copy of telegram to the embassy in Washington, October 16, 1946; The Foreign Ministry, Press Bureau: Review of the foreign press nr 58, October 24, 1946. Copy of Wood editorial, Aviation News, October 14, 1946, page 34. Credit: Hunt Memorial Library, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, Daytona Beach, Florida. 
October 12: Rocket firings in Australia
”ROCKET WEAPONS TEST FIRED IN AUSTRALIA. London the 12th, from United Press. Ten prominent weapons experts directed by General C.Evetts have been appointed to test secret British rocket weapons on the world´s longest testing range ”which stretches all across Australia and out over the Pacific”, reports the British Ministry of Supply. Among Evetts co-workers are radar expert A.P.Rowe and several prominent scientists. Australian experts will also take part in the experiments.” (Helsingborgs Dagblad, October 13).
October 13: A case of St.Elmo´s fire
”GHOSTLY FIRE IN AIRPLANE AT 12.000 FEET LEVEL. New York, October 13. ”As the airplane flew over Utah, on 12.000 feet, the propeller blades were enveloped in greenish-blue flames. Flames were also emitted from the windows, and at the same time our radio frequency was disrupted. The hair literally stood on end on our heads as we were flying through the darkness of night with ghost fires flaming around us. In spite of this we knew that we were safe because this was nothing but St.Elmo´s fire, a kind of electrical discharges that science has known about for long.”

It is the chief pilot of ”The Wild Tortoise”, Commander Thomas D. Davies, who in such words paint an experience during the record aircraft´s remarkable distance flight from Australia. He is now going to turn in a special report of the incident, which should be rather singular in the history of aviation. The light was so strong, he adds, that the strongest auroral lights would be pale by comparison, and the whole atmosphere was as though charged with electricity.”

[Stockholms-Tidningen, October 14, 1946].

October 15: Washington Post editorial

The (Swedish) Foreign Ministry´s Press Bureau got the following telegram style report from the Washington embassy concerning an editorial published by the Washington Post: 

”563 Washington Post today has editorial titled Swedish meteors. The newspaper refers the Defence Staff's communiqué and states ”despite exaggerations mystery cannot be passed off entirely as just product of wartime reflects or overactive imagination”. The paper quotes Marquis Childs report that one in Sweden generally thought rockets [were] experimental bombs from Peenemünde and adds ”while such belief may do Russians injustice it is logical outgrowth iron curtain. Suspicion will linger that some of this strange hail was manmade and that Russians curtailed experiments in light of furor that followed. Possibility enters to [too?] that Swedish high command announcement was tailored to allay fears during delicate negotiations with Soviet though previous Swedish refusal to be intimidated makes unlikely. In any event comforting know majority reports apparently groundless only real cure for this type nervous hallucinations which not peculiar to Sweden is an end to conditions of mistrust and rumor that still grip entire world.”

Source: Document in Defence Staff archives.  

October 18: Report from the Military attaché in Moscow

Confidential message Nr 253/1946 from the Swedish military attaché in Moscow to the head of Section II at the Defence Staff. The document arrived at the section, presumably by courier mail, ten days later on October 28. The message reads:

  "On October 18 the 'Krasnaja Zvezdá' contained a cartoon on the theme "the false rocket projectile". One of the drawings illustrate how the London press shoot out their media lies concerning secret projectiles over Sweden, and the second part of the drawing depict how the lies of the media land in a Swedish lake. In the caption to the cartoon it says that the Swedish Defence Staff had reported "that the messages about light shells had been called forth by visions from the celestial realm". 

   "This attaché has taken note of the briefing from the Defence Staff "concerning certain light phenomena" of Oct. 8, through the naval attaché, who received same from the Naval Staff. From the last Soviet publications concerning 'the celestial phenomena' over Sweden it is apparent that the Staff briefing has been quoted, but not exhaustively. The matter has so far been depicted by the Soviet press in such a way, that the reader gets the impression that the Swedish Staff has completely denied the Anglo-American inventions about secret rocket projectiles over Sweden. Compare previous messages from the military attaché on this matter. 


Moscow, October 18, 1946


Carol Bennedich


Major and military attaché

October 22: Russian transfer of German rocket technicians

October 24: The ramjet discussed at the Academy of Engineering meeting
”FLYING STOVEPIPE OVER THE ATLANTIC IN 30 MINUTES. SPEED EXCEEDING THE SPEED OF SOUND. At a meeting on technical and scientific novelties the [Swedish] Academy of Engineering (IVA) yesterday listened to Professor E. Velander talking mainly on reaction power, chemistry and metallurgy. With the latest addition to the Swedish Air Force, the Vampire, reaction power has been turned from a thrilling fantasy to a technical reality, he said.

”The most fantastic idea for motive power is the so called tromadorff pipe, which in England is called Athoduc (aero-thermal-duct) and in the US ”the ramjet” or ”the flying stovepipe”. This simply has the shape of a straight pipe, which, at great speed has the ability of of creating compression by itself and through supply of fuel can generate pressure so that it works like a reaction engine. To test this power the apparatus must, however, be shot up with rockets or towed to such an altitude that it can reach supersonic speeds for the method to work. It is first of all a motive power for remote-controlled rockets that could travel from Europe to America in 30 minutes.” (Norra Västerbotten, October 25). 

October 25: Rockets from Stolpmünde

October 29: Committee meeting

To be translated

October 29: Swedish Customs take part in ghost rocket hunt

October 30: Ghost rockets - 

a Bofors experiment?

November 8: The Juhlin-Dannfelt intelligence assessment

November 9-27: Reconnaissance in the southern Baltic

November 21: Earth filmed from a V-2
On November 29, 1946, Associated Press reported that a V-2 rocket from White Sands had managed to film the Earth from an altitude of 100 kilometres. At top level the camera and film was catapulted from the rocket and recovered. (Norra Västerbotten, Nov. 29). [According to Willy Ley this shot occured on Nov. 21].

Case xxx.

Disc or meteor?
Time: December 1946 at 07.20 in the morning (local time)

Place: Laihia, Allinen, Finland.

At the time of the observation the 10-year-old boy was a guard in school and therefore he had to be in school before the other pupils. He had been skiing about a kilometer from northwest  to southeast when he suddenly saw the snow around him turn blue. When he looked up in front of him he discovered a shining light phenomenon, which was flat and shaped as a disc. The phenomenon had a blue light in the middle. It was  yellowish and towards the edges the colour was more blue.

At the same time the witness also lost his breath and heard a strong humming noice, like a fuss, while the thing flew over him. The witness looked behind himself and saw the strongly lit blue-yellow-shining thing disappear.

Status: Probable meteor. 

Source: Lasse Ahonen (editor): Vuosiraportti 92 (Finnish ufological yearbook 1992), page 51. Translation credit: Telle Lilja and Tomas Ericsson. 

December 5: The longest US V-2 shot
”The longest V-2 flight in the United States, 111,1 miles [178 kms], took place on December 5 1946”. [von Braun & Ordway, page 125]. 
December 17: Another White Sands flight
”A V-2 carrying atmospheric sounding gear and biological payload reached an altitude of 116 miles on 17 December 1946.”.... ”While the components of the missiles flown in 1946 were completely of German origin, increasing modifications were made from 1947 onward, primarily to accomodate larger and more complex payloads. By 1950 the V-2 rocket had been lengthened by 5 feet, increasing its payload capacity from 16 to 80 cubic feet.”

The V-2 flight was also reported in contemporary Swedish media: 

”V2 ROCKET TRAVELLING LONDON-MOSCOW IN 26 MINUTES. Remarkable experiments by the American Army. White Sands, New Mexico. (TT from Reuter). German V-2 rockets fired from the American Armys experimental station at White Sands have reached a speed of 1.600 meters per second or five times the speed of sound. At this speed the rocket would travel London-Moscow in 26 minutes and Southampton-Cape Town in 99 minutes. The altitude reached at the experiment is rumoured to have been 176 kms. Altitude and speed are probably new records. Two spokesmen for the Army declared, before the experiments, that the intention was that small metallic balls would be thrown out from the top of the rocket at an altitude of 64 kms so that they would reach speed necessary to break free of gravitation and continue out in space [it was another 11 years before this happened...]. Other metallic balls, at lower speeds, were expected to become artificial meteorites.” (Norra Västerbotten, Dec. 19).

December 23: Final report from the space projectile committee

